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John Stephenson 

 

John Stephenson was born at Kings Meaburn, Westmorland and was 

the son of Christopher and Mary Ellen Stephenson. John emigrated to 

Canada about 1912 and enlisted in 1914. He served as a Sergeant 

(service number A/34136) with the 10th Battalion, Canadian Infantry 

and died in France 15th June 1916 aged 23. He is remembered with 

honour at the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium which is located 

12 kilometres west of Ieper town centre. The cemetery contains 9,901 

Commonwealth burials of the First World War. 
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Extract from local newspaper of the time: 
Bolton Soldier Killed 
The sad news reached Bolton, Appleby on Saturday that Sergeant John Stephenson, 10th 
Battalion Canadians, had been killed in France. His parents, Mr and Mrs C Stephenson, who 
reside in Bolton, formerly lived at Kings Meaburn, where the deceased was well known. 
Those who were privileged to know him think of him as quiet, steady, energetic, good-
tempered, kind hearted and affable. Four years ago he emigrated to Canada and worked in 
the Midland Rocky Mountains. He left Canada to take his share in this great war. He came 
home for a few days’ leave last February, and looked in excellent health. His parents received 
a letter from him on the 12th inst, stating that he was “feeling fine” with a significant 
postscript “don’t worry.” On 17th they had a card from him saying he was “quite well.”. But 
on the 24th the sorrowful news of his death reached Bolton, and cast a gloom over the whole 
village. He was taken to a hospital seriously wounded in the head and never regained 
consciousness. He died in hospital at 8 pm on the 15th inst. His body was buried at a place 
called Lyssenhock and his grave will be marked with a cross bearing his name. 
 
Extract from10th Canadian Infantry Battalion June 1916 
14th June 1916. In trenches. Enemy bombarded our position steadily all day increasing the 
fire to an intense bombardment for 10 to 15 minutes every two hours. It was found 
impossible owing to the heavy and continuous shell fire to do any organised work on the 
trenches, but in the various sections companies and detachments so far as they could 
worked at clearing the trenches and opening the communication. A number of wounded 
Germans and Canadians were found in the trenches and so far as possible these were 
evacuated, the remainder were collected in safe places to be evacuated as soon as an 
opportunity occurred. Owing to the trenches, fire and communication, being levelled in 
places touch could only be maintained at intervals when a slackening of the enemy shelling 
permitted. It was also found that in the area held by the Battalion isolated units of 2nd and 
4th Battalion were stationed and which had not been told of the relief. Arrangements were 
made to take over the trenches held by these details either at once or at night as 
circumstances permitted. The whole ground was so ploughed up with shell fire and a 
network of old and new trenches battered out of recognition that it was impossible to form 
more than a rough idea of the position of the trenches and the troops holding them.  
Over this day the battalion suffered the following casualties: 

• 13 Killed in action 

• 20 missing 

• 55 Wounded including Sgt Stephenson who died later of his wounds 

 

 

Relatives:  

None traced to date but brother of the late William Norman who bequeathed funds for 

Stephenson’s Croft 
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Location Information 

Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery is located 12 Kms west of Ieper town centre, on the 
Boescheepseweg, a road leading from the N308 connecting Ieper to Poperinge.  
 
From Ieper town centre the Poperingseweg (N308) is reached via the Elverdingestraat, then over 
two small roundabouts in the J. Capronstraat. The Poperingseweg is a continuation of the J. 
Capronstraat and begins after a prominent railway level crossing.  
 
On reaching Poperinge, the N308 joins the left hand turning onto the R33, Poperinge ring road. The 
R33 ring continues to the left hand junction with the N38 Frans-Vlaanderenweg. 800 metres along 
the N38 lies the left hand turning onto Lenestraat. The next immediate right hand turning leads onto 
Boescheepseweg. The cemetery itself is located 2 Kms along Boescheepseweg on the right hand 
side of the road. 

Historical Information 

During the First World War, the village of Lijssenthoek was situated on the main communication line 
between the Allied military bases in the rear and the Ypres battlefields. Close to the Front, but out of 
the extreme range of most German field artillery, it became a natural place to establish casualty 
clearing stations. The cemetery was first used by the French 15th Hopital D'Evacuation and in June 
1915, it began to be used by casualty clearing stations of the Commonwealth forces. 
 
From April to August 1918, the casualty clearing stations fell back before the German advance and 
field ambulances (including a French ambulance) took their places. 
 
The cemetery contains 9,901 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, 24 being unidentified. 
There are 883 war graves of other nationalities, mostly French and German, 11 of these are 
unidentified. There is 1 Non World War burial here.  
 
The only concentration burials were 24 added to Plot XXXI in 1920 from isolated positions near 
Poperinghe and 17 added to Plot XXXII from St. Denijs Churchyard in 1981. 
 
Eight of the headstones are Special Memorials to men known to be buried in this cemetery, these 
are located together alongside Plot 32 near the Stone of Remembrance. 
 
The cemetery, designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield, is the second largest Commonwealth cemetery 
in Belgium. 
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10th Canadian Infantry War Diaries 

The following copies of the war diaries can be found on line and give a clear indication of the 

losses faced. 
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