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Arthur Savage 

 

Arthur Savage was born on 25th November 1895 at Bolton, 

Westmorland and was the son of Margaret Agnes Savage. Matthew 

Savage was his uncle. He enlisted in November 1914 and served as a 

Private (service number 16347) with the 2nd Battalion, Border 

Regiment. He was wounded in an attack on 1st July 1916 and returned 

to France in April 1917. He was killed in action in Flanders 6th October 

1917 aged 21 and is remembered with honour at the Tyne Cot 

Memorial, one of four memorials which commemorate 11,956 

Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War of which 8,369 are 

unidentified. 
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Previous to enlisting Arthur worked for Mr Richardson, Whitber, Kings Meaburn. 

Extract from Cumberland and Westmorland Herald of the time: 
Private Arthur Savage, Border Regiment, also of Bolton who was killed in France on 6th October 
was the nephew of Matthew Savage. He enlisted in the Border Regiment in November 1914 and 
went to France a year later. He was wounded in the attack on 1st July 1916, and returned to 
France in April of this year. He was 21 years of age. The sad news of his death was conveyed to his 
mother in the following letter from a chaplain of the forces: 
I am very sorry to write to you about your son, who was killed on the 6th, He laid down his life 
when the regiment carried all of its objectives and held them in the mud and cold exposed to 
shells and bullets. 

Memorial service at Bolton 
A solemn and impressive service was conducted on Sunday evening in the Parish Church, 
Bolton, in memory of Private Arthur Savage, Border Regiment, of that village, who fell in 
action in France on the 6th ult., and whose photo appears in this issue. There was a very full 
congregation, and the service was choral throughout. The introductory voluntary was “O rest 
in the Lord” (Mendelssohn), the organist being Mrs Carmichael. Special psalms sung were 
the 39h and 90th, and special lessons were taken from the “Wisdom of Solomon” (iii 1-7 and 
verses 15 and 160, and “Revelation” (vii from verse 9). The hymns which were selected for 
the occasion by the mourners were reverently sung by the large congregation. The Vicar (Rev 
TA Carmichael), in his address from the text I Maccabees iii 18, 19 “With Heaven it is all one, 
to save by many or by few: for victory in battle foundeth not in the multitude of a host; but 
strength is from heaven.” Spoke on three scenes in the life and military service of Judas 
Maccabaeus, ne of the greatest soldiers in Holy Scripture. The Old Testament Apocrypha, he 
explained, contained much which the Church teaches us to regard as important “for example 
of life and instruction of manners.” He referred feelingly to the young man who had fallen in 
action, and who, like Judas Maccabaeus of old, had died “manfully for our brethren’s sake.” 
He proffered the sympathy of himself and the congregation to the bereaved relatives of him 
who had made the great sacrifice, and whose immortal soul had gone to the spirit-world 
there to await the day of reward. 
“He died as few men get chance to die, 
Fighting to save a worlds morality. 
He died the noblest death a man may die, 
Fighting for God, and right, and Liberty; 
And such death is Immortality.” 
The solemn service was concluded by the rendering of Handel’s “Dead March” in “Saul” 
during which all the congregation remained standing after which they filed out of the church 
slowly and reverently. 

Relatives:  

Mrs E A Page (Nee Bell and born at White House, Bolton), Avalon, Gilberts End, Hanley Castle, 

Worcestershire 

Mrs M J Williams, Crossfell View Barn, Langwathby, Penrith CA10 1LW 

Rt Rev James Bell, Stone Croft, Bolton 
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'Tyne Cot' or 'Tyne Cottage' was the name given by the Northumberland Fusiliers to a barn which 
stood near the level crossing on the Passchendaele-Broodseinde road. The barn, which had 
become the centre of five or six German blockhouses, or pill-boxes, was captured by the 3rd 
Australian Division on 4 October 1917, in the advance on Passchendaele.  
 
One of these pill-boxes was unusually large and was used as an advanced dressing station after its 
capture. From 6 October to the end of March 1918, 343 graves were made, on two sides of it, by the 
50th (Northumbrian) and 33rd Divisions, and by two Canadian units. The cemetery was in German 
hands again from 13 April to 28 September, when it was finally recaptured, with Passchendaele, by 
the Belgian Army.  
 
TYNE COT CEMETERY was greatly enlarged after the Armistice when remains were brought in 
from the battlefields of Passchendaele and Langemarck, and from a few small burial grounds, 
including the following:  
 
IBERIAN SOUTH CEMETERY and IBERIAN TRENCH CEMETERY, LANGEMARCK, 1,200 metres 
North of Frezenberg, close to a farm called by the Army "Iberian". These contained the graves of 30 
soldiers from the United Kingdom who fell in August-September 1917, and March 1918.  
KINK CORNER CEMETERY, ZONNEBEKE, on the road to Frezenberg, containing the graves of 14 
soldiers from the United Kingdom, nine from Canada and nine from Australia, who fell in September-
November 1917.  
LEVI COTTAGE CEMETERY, ZONNEBEKE, near the road to Langemarck, containing the graves of 
ten soldiers from the United Kingdom, eight from Canada and three from Australia, who fell in 
September-November 1917.  
OOSTNIEUWKERKE GERMAN CEMETERY, in the village of Oostnieuwkerke, containing the 
graves of 20 soldiers and 2 airmen from the United Kingdom and two soldiers from Canada who fell 
in 1915-1917.  
PRAET-BOSCH GERMAN CEMETERY, VLADSLOO, in the forest on the road from Kortewilde to 
Leke. Here were buried six officers of the R.F.C. and R.A.F. who fell in 1917-18.  
STADEN GERMAN CEMETERY, on the South-East side of the road to Stadenberg, containing the 
graves of 14 soldiers from the United Kingdom and ten from Canada who fell in 1915-1917.  
WATERLOO FARM CEMETERY, PASSCHENDAELE, 650 metres North-East of 's Gravenstafel, 
containing the graves of ten soldiers from Canada, seven from the United Kingdom and two from 
New Zealand, who fell in 1917-18.  
ZONNEBEKE BRITISH CEMETERY No.2, on the road between Zonnebeke and Broodseinde, in 
which the Germans buried 18 men of the 2nd Buffs and 20 of the 3rd Royal Fusiliers who fell in April 
1915.  
 
It is now the largest Commonwealth war cemetery in the world in terms of burials. At the suggestion 
of King George V, who visited the cemetery in 1922, the Cross of Sacrifice was placed on the 
original large pill-box. There are three other pill-boxes in the cemetery. There are now 11,961 
Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated in Tyne Cot Cemetery. 
8,373 of the burials are unidentified but there are special memorials to more than 80 casualties 
known or believed to be buried among them. Other special memorials commemorate 20 casualties 
whose graves were destroyed by shell fire. There are also 4 German burials, 3 being unidentified.  
 
The cemetery was designed by Sir Herbert Baker. The TYNE COT MEMORIAL forms the north-
eastern boundary of Tyne Cot Cemetery and commemorates nearly 35,000 servicemen from the 
United Kingdom and New Zealand who died in the Ypres Salient after 16 August 1917 and whose 
graves are not known. The memorial stands close to the farthest point in Belgium reached by 
Commonwealth forces in the First World War until the final advance to victory.  
 
The memorial was designed by Sir Herbert Baker with sculpture by F V Blundstone 
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2nd Border Battalion War Diary October 1917 
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